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ACTS L 1, 3. 


The former Treatiſe have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Feſus 
began both to do and teach, 

Until the day in which he was taken up, after that he, through the 
Holy Ghoſt, had given commandments unto the Apoſtles whom he 
bad choſen. 


| Treatiſe written by the ſame author, of which the preſent is 
La continuation, This is agreed by learned men to be the 
Goſpel of St. Luke; and an opinion ſo univerſal and uncontro- 
verted carries with it ſufficient evidence: but it is made more 
probable, by the ſimilarity of ſtile and manner in the two works, 
with this additional circumſtance, that the perſon is the ſame to 
whom they are both addreſſed. Who this Theophilus was we 
have no certain account; and it would be in vain now to enquire. 
Some have even ſuppoſed, that no one in particular is intended ; 
but that the appellation is general, and may be applied indiffe- 
B rently 


1 theſe words there is a direct reference to ſome former 


GC ® } 


rently to any religious perſon : but the epithet «p#ri5e joined with 
it in the Goſpel ſeems to point to an individual, and at the ſame. 
time to indicate that he was a perſon of rank and authority. 


Reſpecting the commandments here ſaid to have been given by 
our Saviour to his Apoſtles, we are left in doubt what they were, 


and when they were delivered. Were they ſuch as were delivered 
during the whole courſe of his miniſtry ? or between the time of 


his reſurrection and aſcenſion ? or muſt we reſtrain them to the 
very day on which he aſcended ? The conſtruction ſeems to lead 
to one of the latter ſuppoſitions. If this be allowed, it is at 
leaſt probable that more precepts were at that time delivered than 
are recorded by St. Luke, either at the end of his Goſpel, or in 
this chapter; or indeed by the other Evangeliſts : otherwiſe the 
2 ' would ſcarcely have been left, as it is at preſent, inde- 

nite; but ſome words of reference would have been added to 
limit its ſignification. In that Goſpel only one ſaying of our 
Saviour to his Apoſtles after his reſurrection is recorded, which 
can properly be called a commandment : and the ſame is repeated 
with ſome variation in the Acts; which is, that zhey ſhould 
ſtay at Feruſalem until they were endued with power from on 
high*. The reſt of his diſcourſe is declarative, and employed 
chiefly to convince them of the truth of his reſurrection; and to 
ſhew the agreement of that event, and his previous ſufferings, 
with the predictions of the ancient prophets; and the neceſſity of 
both, to compleat the gracious deſigns of Providence. But the 
expreſſion in the text ſuggeſts, that the precepts made a confider- 
able part of what paſſed on that occaſion; and indeed we know 
from the other Evangeliſts that more precepts than this were 
given after his reſurrection. 


Fm 131; ANNA w Luke xxlv, 40. Acts i. 4. 
But 
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But if we extend the time to the whole of his miniſtry, it is 
ſtill credible, that all the precepts which he delivered are not 
recorded by the Evangeliſts. St. John fays with a very bold hy- 
perbole and there are alſo many other things which Feſus did, 
the which, if they ſhould be written every one, I ſuppoſe that 
even the world itſelf could not contain the books that ſhould 
be ritten and St. Luke in the Acts!“ introduces St. Paul 
quoting an aphoriſm from our Saviour, without any intimation 
that it was before unknown to his hearers, which is not to be 
found in any of the Goſpels,  * 


I would not infer that credit is due to oral traditions, which 
are always ſuſpicious, have no certain foundation, and from the 
depravity and infirmities of human nature cannot without a 
miracle be tranſmitted to poſterity pure and uncorrupted. But 
doctrines, which can be traced up to the times of the Apoſtles, 
and have always continued eſſentially the ſame ; which are con- 
formable to the general principles of Chriſtianity, and depend not 
on unwritten tradition but the faithful teſtimony of hiſtory ; are 
deſervipg of reſpect. Some of theſe may poſſibly be precepts of 
our Saviour, which the Evangeliſts have not recorded. At his 
laſt ſupper he ordered his diſciples to continue that memorial of 
him; and before his aſcenſion he gave them commiſſion to 
preach and to baptize : but it is no where expreſsly declared, that 
he made proviſion for the continuance of the miniſtry after their 
death ; and yet it can ſcarcely be ſuppoſed that he would leave | 
them without directions on a ſubje& of fo great importance, 
Accordingly we find, that the Diſciples very ſoon afterwards 
choſe Matthias into the place of the traitor Judas, and continued 
to ordain Deacons and Elders in different places, as the number 


en . 25 „Ad xx. 36. 


1 


of 


3 


of believers encreaſed. We may therefore reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that they had received commands from him to this purpoſe, 
though they have not been particularly recorded. The ſame may 
be ſaid of Church government. It is ſcarcely credible, that 
more ſhould not have been ſaid by him on the ſubje& than we 
find in the Goſpels; unleſs indeed we ſuppoſe, that his will 
was more clearly revealed to them by the Holy Ghoſt after the 
day of Pentecoſt. . 


St. John has given us in the verſe quoted before * a general rea- | 
ſon for theſe omiſſions : but why theſe precepts in particular are 
omitted can be known only by conjecture. Our Saviour con- 
formed to all the ceremonies of the Jewiſh law, and fo for ſome 
time after his death did the Apoſtles and Jewiſh converts. This 
he did, partly becauſe that law continued in force until he had 
eſtabliſhed the new covenant by his death and reſurrection; and 
partly perhaps that he might avoid every unneceſſary” occaſion 
of offence. The Apoſtles were influenced chiefly we know by the 
laſt conſideration, which induced St. Paul to circumciſe Timothy, 
and afterwards by the perſuaſion of the Diſciples to purify himſelf 
in the temple. If our Saviour had publickly taught the diſſolu- 
tion of the Jewiſh prieſthood, and the ſucceſſion of the Chriſtian 
into its place, it might have provoked the people to lay violent 
hands upon him before he had finiſhed his miniſtry. Of this. he 
ſeems to have been always cautious, which may be one reaſon why 
he ſpoke ſo much in parables: and yet notwithſtanding this 
caution he was more than once in danger of being put to death 
by the multitudeꝰ. It is not therefore improbable, that precepts of 
ſuch a nature, relating to an event which could not take place be- 
fore his reſurrection, and in which his Apoſtles were principally 


5 John xxi. 25. Luke iv. 29. John viii. 59. and x. 39- 
4 F concerned, 
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concerned, would be among the laſt given to them; and would be 


given to them only, and it may be with injunctions of ſecrecy. 
The Apoſtles had ſoon occaſion to exerciſe the powers they had 


received; and the government of the Church having been eſta- 
bliſhed by their authority became an example and ſtanding me- 
morial to all future ages: and hence, and for other reaſons per- 
haps peculiar to thoſe times, the Evangeliſts might not think 
themſelves obliged to take particular notice of theſe precepts. 


But whether our Saviour did, or did not, give directions to his 
Apoſtles for the government of his Church whilſt he was upon 
earth; it is evident that neither the Church, nor any other ſociety 
can ſubſiſt without government: and therefore government in 
general is allowed to be of divine original, becauſe it is a precept 
of the law of nature. But there is this difference between civil 
and eccleſiaſtical government, that in the former the principle 
only is divine, and the form indefinite and variable: though it 
ſhould be obſerved, that when forms have once been fully ſettled, 
they are no longer indifferent, nor to be changed without the moſt 
urgent neceſſity; a neceſſity which, whatever good be expected 
or even obtained from them, will generally make the attempt 


criminal in the immediate agents. But all revealed religion being 


a poſitive inſtitution, it is not to be ſuppoſed, that any thing 
eſſential to its being and preſervation would be left entirely to 
chance, or human prudence. But what can be more eſſential than 
government, which ſecures the due performance of ſacred offices, 
and provides that all things be done decently and in order? 
We may therefore reaſonably expect to find poſitive inſtitutions 


of religious government as well as religious worſhip. And this 


we TY find in the Jewiſh religion, in which the reſpective 


”y Cor. xiv. 40. 
C . 
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authority, rank and offices of Prieſts and Levites are very clearly 
and diſtinctly revealed. The Chriſtian religion ſucceeded to the 
| Jewiſh, and as it was to be propagated without violence, ſo it 
ſeems to have been the intention of Providence, that it ſhould ſuc- 
ceed into the place of the former with as little variation as the 
different nature of the two diſpenſations would admit. The 
government therefore of the Chriſtian Church did not require to 
be defcribed with ſo much minuteneſs. We need only to know, 
that the firſt inſtitutors of it acted under the influence of divine 
inſpiration. Their practice is a rule for us; and with it we 
ought to have been ſatisfied, if no particular directions had been 
preſerved. 


But God has graciouſly condeſcended to be more explicit; and 
has confirmed moſt of his ordinances by the incontrovertible evi- 
dence of Scripture. Such in particular are the adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments, the ordination of proper perſons to the miniſtry 
by the impoſition of hands, and the power of the keys, by which” 
leſs I think cannot be intended, than the preſervation of diſci- 
pline in the Church; or the rejection of unworthy members, and 
the abſolution, or readmiſſion into the congregation, of ſuch as 
are truly penitent. Other ordinances, which have been doubted, . 
may yet be concluded with great probability of argument to be 
contained in Scripture, though they be leſs circumſtantially de- 
ſcribed, or perhaps only incidentally mentioned, or expreſſed in 
terms which are now become ambiguous, or have been tortured 
by ingenuity to a different meaning. Religious government there- 
fore being a poſitive inſtitution has a determinate form, and poſi- 
tive ordinances ; and the form contrary to what has been obſerved 
of civil government, at leaſt ſo much of it as is of divine inſtitu- 
tion, is invariable: nor can its offices be adminiſtered in a manner 

different 


(a7 ) 


different from the original defgnaton or committed to . of 
a different deſcription. | 


If this be ſo, the government of the Chriſtian Church ſhould 
be eſſentially the ſame in all ages, and in all countries; and not, 
as ſome have ſeemed willing to grant, dependent on times and 
circumſtances, and bound upon the conſcience by. no ſtronger 
obligation than the rules of propriety and order. To give the 
argument due force, and that it may make a deeper impreſſion on 
the mind, it ſhould be further obſerved, that the government of 
the Chriftian Church did in fact continue effentially the fame - 
for more than fourteen centuries.” But ſtill it will be expected 
that we ſhould explain what we mean by eſſentially the ſame, and 
what thoſe parts are which we call eſſential, and how they may be 
diſtinguiſhed. We ſay then in the firſt place that all thoſe parts 
are certainly eſſential, which can be proved from Scripture : and 
ſecondly, that thoſe are probably eſſential, wee” can be 0 


up to the time "We the nn 


Now it will not be denied, 1 . that not only thoſe 155 

| trines are ſcriptural, which are clearly, and in expreſs terms, 

— taught and afferted in Scripture; but thoſe likewiſe which are 
deduced from the words of Scripture by neceſſary inference. 
Thus, when- Moſes ſays, that in the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth*; and the Pſalmiſt, the fool hath 
faid in his heart, there is no God”; and our Saviour, that 
God is a Spirit it is evident, that they all three admit, 
though they do not aflert, his exiſtence. ' Nay, thoſe doctrines 
alſo may be faid to be ſcriptural, though of leſs obligation, which 

are not neceſſarily inferred, but intimated only, or implied in 


Gen. i. 1. ® Pf, xiv. 1. * John iv. 24 EP 
” "115 a Scripture ; 


C'S 5) 
Scripture; eſpecially if the thing be more than once intimated, 
or other corroborating circumſtances internal or external occur 
to encreaſe the probability, which may be ſo great as to amount 
almoſt to certainty. It is on evidence of this. kind that the 
obſervation of the Chriſtian Sabbath depends, which yet is not 
diſputed. On a fimilar intimation, explained by the uſage of the 


Church, rather than a dire& command, is founded the rite of 
Confirmation. 


If we ſhould aſſert that the three orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and 
Deacons, are all expreſsly mentioned in Scripture, we could not 
be contradicted. But we are not ignorant that doubts and diffi- 
culties have been ſuggeſted : and we might expect to be told, that 
the names are not there applied to diſtin& offices. The objections 
however are not of ſuch magnitude as to compel us to relinquiſh 
the argumept. But it will be ſufficient for our purpoſe, if we 
can trace the diſtinction to the time of the Apoſtles : for what was 
then begun, and continued for ages without interruption, may be 
preſumed to have been inſtituted by their authority, and may be 
affirmed with great probability, as was before obſerved *, to be an 
eſſential ordinance. Nay we may go farther ; and without aſſert- 
ing the Apoſtolical inſtitution of Epiſcopacy, and adhering to 
ſuch teſtimonies only as our adverſaries allow, ſtill we ſay, that it 
is the moſt ancient form of Eccleſiaſtical Government upon record, 
and therefore the ſafeſt to be adopted. To juſtify the eſtabliſh- 
ment of it in this kingdom it might even be ſufficient to ſhew, 
that it is conſonant to the laws of juſtice and equity, an encou- 
ragement in various ways to learning and piety; that it gives 
reſpect to the Clergy as a body, protects them and the Church 
from injury, and contributes to the national order and decorum. 


1 Page 7. 
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But it is not neceſſary, nor perhaps; adyiſable, that we ſhould 
make theſe-conceflions*” Why ſhould we weaken the cauſe which 
we undertake to defend? Why ſhould we truſt to motives of 
prudence, which vary with circumſtances, and may for ever be 
controverted, when we believe that it ſtands upon a foundation 
which cannot be ſhaken? It is the faſhion of the preſent time 
for the advocates of the Church of England to grant too much, 
I think, to their adverſaties. The moderation of their own prin- 
eiples, and-the excellency of that Church, which may be ſhewn 


by variety of arguments, may have led them to hope, that they 


might be able to convince others, without oppoſing their preju- 
dices. They have not therefore taken the advantages which 
they fairly might; and ſome have been ſo liberal of their conceſ- 
ſions, that they have ſcarcely left themſelves ground to ſtand 
upon, but have had recourſe to nice and ſubtle diſtinctions, 
which, if they have any foundation of truth, are too refined to 
be generally underſtood, Hence friends doubt, and the enemy is 
encouraged. As we retreat, they purſue; and what we have 
yielded from mere generoſity, they preſume we have been forced 
to relinquiſh. | They talk much indeed of moderation; and can- 


dour, and liberality, and freely upbraid their opponents with the 


want of theſe qualities: but they never fail to take advantage of 
our conceſſions, and never give up to us what they can poſlibly 


3 Such conceſſions can | be intended only to ſatisfy the ſcruples of Diſſenters ; or 
conciliate the affections of the laity to the eſtabliſhment : for it is not to be ſuppoſed, 
that they can be the real ſentiments of any clergyman, who has ſolemnly ſubſcribed to 
the Book of Common Prayer, in which is this declaration, that © it is evident unto 
« all men, | diligently reading holy Scripture and antient authors, that from the Apoſ- 
« tles time, there have been theſe orders of Miniſters in Chriſt's Church ; Biſhops, 
« Prieſts, and Deacons.” Preface to the forms 'of Ordination.. Tis apology I 
think it neceſſary to make for myſelf as well as others. 


D retain. 
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retain. Some of them with an effrontery ' which is ſearcely to 
be conceived have repeated again and again, without apology or 
defence, aſſertions which they have never proved, and arguments 
which have been a vp en times refuted. | 


But to proceed: That the Bpiſcopal New of — is 
very ancient, cannot 'be denied; that it was Apoſtolical we 

think we have good reaſon to believe; and moreover that there 
are intimations of it, if not direct probff, in Scripture, and that 
we find veſtiges of it in the hiſtory of our Saviour's miniſtry. He 
very early choſe twelve“ of his Diſciples to whom he gave extra- 
ordinary powers, and a commiſſion to preach the near approach of 
his kingdom through the cities of Judza, and to perform many 
miraculous works in confirmation of their teſtimony. Theſe he 
called Apoſtles“; and they were ever afterwards diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the Diſciples by marks of peculiar favour and preemi- 
nence. It is true indeed, that he gave a ſimilar commiſſion to 
ſeventy others“; but that was temporary, and after the perform- - 
ance of it they ſunk into the general body, and are no more men- 
tioned. But to the Apoſtles before his aſcenſion he gave a more 
ſolemn commiſſion, not confined to Judza, but extending to the 
whole world ; which not only required as before a'work to be 
performed, but with the like aſſiſtances in the performance con- 
veyed to them at the ſame time very extraordinary power and 
authority. And he ſaid unto them, go ye into all the world, and 
preach the Goſpel to every creature. As my. fatber bath ſent me, 
even ſo ſend I you. And when be had ſaid this, he breathed on 
them, and ſaith unto them, receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſeſoever 


+ Matt. x. 1. Mark iii. 13. vi. 7. Luke ix. 1; 5 Luke vi. 13. 
Luke x. 1. | 7 Mark xvi. 15. , 


2 fins 


(-x2 ) 


Aut ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and whoſehtever Jn 
retain, they are retainad. | 


The office fremed to a be of ſo much 1 that 
the firſt act which they performed, was to compleat the number 
originally choſen by Chriſt, which was now leſſened by the defec- 
tion and death of Judas. To this they ſeem to have thought 
themſelves obliged by the paſſages in the Pſalms?, quoted by St. 
Peter, /et his habitation be void, and no man dwell therein; and 
bis biſhaprick let another take.” The name here given to the 
office is remarkable; but the 'word is ambiguous. St. Peter 
borrowed it from the tranſlation of the Seventy, who have uſed it 
In this and other places to expreſs an Hebrew word* which figni- 
fies a preſidency, or in general a place of truſt and dignity, But 
it was ſoon appropriated to the higheſt office in the Church: and 
ſo has ever fince continued. To that office only we find it ap- 
plied in the earlieſt annals of Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; and we are 
aſſured by the antient fathers, that Biſhops ſucceeded into the 
place of the Apoſtles.' Whether it was fully appropriated, and 
confined to their office excluſively, before the Scriptures were 
compleated, or ſtill retained ſo much of its general ſignification as 


to be ſometimes applicd indefinitely to the higher orders of the 


Jahn xx. 21, 22, 23. 

9 What is here ſaid, is not inconſiſtent with the ſuppoſition that each Apoſtle had 
2 peculiar province affigned him; and that it was therefore neceſſary the number of 
the Apoſtles ſhould be compleated, that it might be equal to the number of provinces. 
This may be admitted; and the prediction of the'Pfalmiſt coinciding with the in- 
tention of the Apoſtles, and adding force to their conviction, might nevertheleſs be the 
immmediate incitement to the performance of this duty. See Hammond on the place. 

| Ads i. 20. Tus iron W ene 

Clemens Romanus, Epiſt. ad Corinth. Edit. Oxon. 12 mo. 1669, pag. 98. 
Irenzi Opera, Edit. Maſſuet, fol. Paris. 1710, pag. 175. Cypriani Opera, fol- 
Edit. Oxon. 1682, pag. 166, 225, 242. Hieronymus in Matthzum, Oper. Tom. 4. 


Ed. Benedict. p. 123. 
miniſtry, 
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miniſtry, who had the care and overſight of Churches, remains 
yet, perhaps, to be determined. Arguments of no inconfiderable 
weight have been offered on both ſides of the queſtion.“ 


It is not unlikely that the words of the Pſalmiſt might ſuggeſt 
the name, and reſpe& for the Apoſtles might be the reaſon both 
that it was uſed more ſparingly during their lives, and that it af- 
terwards became univerſal. The title of Apoſtle, as more honour- 
able, was confined to the twelve, and ſuch as were appointed to 
the office immediately by the divine command, as Paul and Bar- 
nabas; and is very rarely given to their ſucceſſors. But though 
the name was dropped, we have ſatisfactory proof that the autho- 
rity, duties and powers of the office, except ſuch only as were 
extraordinary, and peculiar to the Apoſtolical age, deſcended to 
the Biſhops; of which the moſt remarkable are juriſdiction and 
ordination. Timothy is exhorted t commit the things which 
he had heard of St. Paul, among many witneſſes, to faithful men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others alſo ;* and to lay hands ſuddenly 
on no man.” Them that fin he is told to rebuke before all, that 
others alſo may fear ;* and againſt an elder not to receive an accu- 


»I think it probable, that the words *Exrloxore; and IlgzuoCiriges are uſed in Scripture 
ſometimes in their appropriated, and ſometimes in their ordinary ſignification; whence 
a a confuſion has ariſen, which then cauſed no difficulty, when the powers conferred 
upon theſe miniſters, and the exerciſe of them under the immediate inſpection of the 
Apoſtles, were familiarly known to all Chriſtians; but can now be cleared only by 
ſuch memorials as remain of the firſt ages of the Church. In a matter of ſo much 
obſcurity there is room for ſame difference of opinion. See Hammond's Quatuor 
Diſſert. Dif. 4. Cap. 6, 7, &. Works, Vol. IV. pag. 799, &c. Pearſon's Vin- 
diciæ Epi/tolarum Ignatii, quarto, Edit. Cantab. 1672, Part II. pag. 172—188, 
and Potter on Church-Goyernment, 8vo. London, 1707, pag. 55 &c, 


5 Te; i roy xanapire; Ee Amorines eg Th & xgore ver, vd ir vd 'AworoMis 
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s Tim. ii. 2. 7 1 Tim. v. 22. 5 x Tim. v. 20. | 
ſation ; 


13) 
ſation; - but before tus or three witneſſes.* 80 likewiſe Titus 
| was Jeff in Crete that he might ſet in order the things that were * 
wanting, and ordain Elders in every city. The greateſt part 
indeed of St. Paul's Epiſtles to them, is employed in directions for 
the regulation of the Churches under their care, with reſpect to 
diſcipline and government; and for the choice of proper perſons 
for the miniſtry. 


= 


That in future ages there were three diſtin& orders in the % 
Church; * and that Biſhops were ſuperior to the other two, not 
only in precedence, but in dignity and authority, and in the ſole 
_ adminiſtration of ſome of the ſacred ordinances, is acknowledged. 
The moſt ſtrenuous aſſertors of the Preſbyterian form, or ſuppoſed 
original equality of Chriſtian Paſtors, have been forced to admit, 
that the ſuperiority of Biſhops was fully eſtabliſhed, and every 
where received at the end of the firſt, or beginning of the ſecond 
century ;* or as ſome of them have declared more definitely about 
the year one hundred and thirty-five, that is about thirty-five years 


9 1 Tim. v. 19. Kare wrCvrige. Tit. i. 5. Iguoburigns. 
> Ignatii Epiſtolz, Edit. Aldrich, 8 vo. Oxon. 1708. Ep. ad Smyrnzeos, pag. 16. 
5 ad Polycarp. 36. Clementis Alexandr. Opera, Edit. Potter, fol. Oxon. 1715, Stromat. 
6. Tom. 2. p. 793. See Pearſon Vindiciz Ignat. Part II. . 157. ee. who has col- 
lected the authorities, and replied to objections. 

Epiſtolæ illz ( ſeilicet Ignatii) nate et ſuppoſitæ videntur circa initium aut medium 
ſecundi ſæculi, quo tempore primus fingularis Epiſcopatus ſupra preſbyteratum intro- 
duQus fuĩt. Walo Meſſalinus de Epiſcopis et Preſbyteris. 8vo. Lugd. Bat. 1641, p. 253- 

This book has been aſcribed to Salmaſius, whd is ſuppoſed to have aſſumed the name 
of Walo, or Vallo, or Valo Meſſalinus. He takes notice of the imputation, but 
avoids a direct denial, which ſtrengthens the ſuſpicion: Sed odium quo Valonem 
Meſſalinum proſequitur, quem Salmaſium putabat (cilicet Petavius) hoc effeciſſe 
credidi, Salmaſius de Primatu, 4to. Lugd. Bat. 1648, Apparatus, pag. 24+ 4 

7 E after 
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after the death of St. John the Evangelift, When then, e 
would aſk, was it introduced? Was it in the time of the Apoſe 
tles? Or in the ſhort interval which followed? If they ſay in the 
time of the Apoſtles, they grant us all that we require. If after, 
wards, how happened the other Paſtors to give up their privileges 
ſo eaſily without any ſynod or general convention? Or how did fo 
great a change from what they eſteem a perfect form, to what they 
are pleaſed to call abominable and antichriſtian, take place ſo ſud- 


denly and ſo univerſally, and yet ſo quietly and N that no 
memorials of it are preſerved ? 


Some paſſages, it is true, have been produced from St. Jerom,* 
which taken ſeparately, and detached, ſeem to ſay that Preſbyters 
| were 


Nullum certe momentum illuſtrius occurrit, in quod commode conferri poſſe 
videatur (inſignis illa mutatio) quam anno Olympiadis 228 tertio, Chriſti 135, Ha- 
driani 19, quo 'Trguorxpir weire; if 78% "Enloxome; pres Thes ix wirre namiry Mages: 
Blondell. Apologia pro Sententia Hieronymi, &c. Amftelodam:. 1646. Prat. pag. 11. 
See Hammond's Quatuor Diſſertationes. Diſſert. Procem. Cap. 14. § 10. Works, 
Vol. 4. pag. 742- | 


5 Theſe quotations' (except one ſentence from the Epiſtle to Ocean) are taken 
from his Epiſtle to Evagrius, (in the Benedictine edition called Evangelus,) and his 
Commentary on the Epiſtle to Titus. The Commentary is ſuppoſed te have been 
written about the year 388. The date of the Epiſtle is uncertain ; but it was proba- 
bly written about the ſame time; for the mode of arguing is the ſame in both, and in 
both there appears the fame warmth to aſſert the dignity of the Preſbyters. From the 
Epiſtle we learn that ſome perſons about that time had preſumed to elevate Deacons 
above Preſbyters ; and exaſperated by their inſolence he ſpeaks more round and 
with leſs caution, than he would have done in cooler moments, or perhaps to 
be underſtood ; and in his eagerneſs to exalt Preſbyters depreſſes Biſhops, and affirms 
they were originally equal. But, as if recollecting himſelf, to qualify what he had 
faid, and prevent miſappreheoſion, he allows ia the ſame Epiſtle, that the power of 
Ordination belongs only to Biſhops, and adds that what Aaron and his ſons and the 
Levites were in the Temple, ſuch in the Church are Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 


5 Now 


i 005.1 

were at firſt of equal rank with Biſhops : but when the connexion, 
argument, and intention are conſidered; they will be found to 

bear, and indeed to require a different interpretation. -In the | 
ſenſe given to them, they are inconſiſtent, and perfectly irrecon- 
cllable with many declarations of the ſame Father: and therefore, 
in that ſenſe, far from anſwering the purpoſe for which they are 
produced, they would only tend to invalidate his authority. Is it 
then preſumption to infer that Epiſcopacy is of Apoſtolical inſti- 
tution ? Or rather, is it not a fair and neceſſary concluſion from 
won premiſes ? If any thing could or weight to the argument 


Now it is certain that Aaron and his ſons and the Levites difffred not only in pre- 
cedenee, but in office and dignity. His opinion on the whole ſeems to have been, 
chat at dhe firſt the Apoſtles ordained only Preſbyters; but when diviſions began to 
-ariſe om the equality of miniſters, which happened early in the Church of Corinth, 
and one ſaid, I am of Paul, and another, I am of Apalles, and another, I am of 
Cephas; (1 Cor. i. 12.) that to prevent ſchiſm one was elected from the Preſbyters, 
and elevated above the reſt, to whom the who!e care of the Church was committed. 
And there is nothing in- his account which implies that this change-took place after 
the age of the Apoſtles, or that he did not believe that Epiſcopacy, as it exiſted in his 
days, was an apoſtolical inſtitution. But whatever were his ſentiments he appeals 
not to hiſtorical evidences, and produces no teſtimony in ſupport of his opinion, but 
reaſons only from the words of ſcripture ; and as he lived long after theſe events, and 
it is not pretended that he was inſpired, his readers may be allowed to judge of the 
force of his argument, which are preciſely the ſame as have ever ſince been urged 
from Scripture by the advocates for the equality of theſe orders. See Hieronymi 
Opera, Ed. Benedict. Tom. 4, pag. 412, 648, and 802. See likewiſe Hammond's 
Quatuor Diſſert. Diſſert. 2. Cap. 27, 28, 29. and Diſſert. 5. Cap. 1. F 20. And 
here let me add an obſervation, though out of its proper place, which occurred by the- 
alluſion to Aaron and his ſons, to illuſtrate a former note (p. 12, note *) and ſhew how: 
little trouble an ambiguous expreſſion occaſions, when facts are well known. I be 
Jews had but one High Prieſt, called in Geek 'agxmyixs ; and yet this ſame 
word is uſed throughout the New Teſtament, in the plural number, and. ſometimes in 
the ſingular (Acts xix. 14.) for the heads of the ſacerdotal families; which ambiguity 
oduces even at this time little obſcurity, becauſe the office of the High Prieſt is 
accurately deſcribed in the law of Moſes. | 
2 | from. 
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from the united teſtimony of hiſtorians and divines for fo many 
centuries, it is, that they have recorded the actions, ſufferings, 
and ſucceſſion of Biſhops, and preſerved regular catalogues of their 
names, in ſome Churches, from the time that they were We 


by the _—_— 


Did not then our anceſtors, when they ſhook off the impoſi- 
tions and corruptions of the Church of Rome, do well to retain 
the Epiſcopal form of government? Nay, could they have done 
otherwiſe with lafety ? Was there not hazard, if they rejected it, 
that they might act contrary to the will of God, and reject an 
. ordinance of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? Cuſtoms of great and remote 
_ antiquity are by our laws ſuppoſed to have had a juſt and reaſon- 
able commencement. On the ſame. principles, without other 
reaſoning, may we not preſume, that ap inſtitution, which we 
| know has been continued from the age neareſt, to ſay the leaſt, to 
the age of the Apoſtles, commenced in their age, and by their 
approbation, and impoſes an obligation upon us to conform to it; 
unleſs it can be proved, which we will venture to aſſert is impoſ- 
fible, to be cither forbidden in Scripture, or in itſelf unlawful? 


But the obligation is increaſed by other conſiderations. It is 
the form by law eſtabliſhed in this kingdom; and therefore, if it 
had been originally, to us it is not now, indifferent, but binds 
the conſcience to obedience. It is moreover very well ſuited to 
our political conſtitution. For though it be not inconſiſtent with 
any form of civil government, and has exiſted under all, yet it 
moſt reſembles, and beſt agrees with monarchy : as it has been 


* See Evſebii Hiſt, Eccleftaſt. Edit. Reading. fol. Cemb. 1920. Tom. 1. p. 
243, 217. and many other places. Epiphanii Opera. Edit. Petav. fol. Paris. 1622, 
Adverſus Hæreſes. Lib. 1. Tom. 1. pag. 109. Conſtitut. Apoſt. Lib. 7. Cap. 46. in 
Oper. Patrum Apoſtolic. Cotlerii. Edit, Le Clerc. fol, Antiu. 1698. Tom. 1. 
p. 38a. 

_ obſerved 
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obſerved that affe@ion for the Preſbyterina form proceeds from, or 
ces, democratical principles. In our own hiſtory it is re- 
markable, that Monarchy and .Epiſcapacy have fallen and. riſen. 
together, and conſtantly as one has been depreſſed, the other has 
languiſhed. It has therefore juſtly been argued that our civil and 
eccleſiaſtical conſtitution are ſo interwoven, that they cannot be 


ente without Ward Anger, 


"Yi him have reprondticd Epiitopucy i menemy to Kings, ant 
| Encroaching upon their prerogitives dy uſurping an independant 
Jothinion. Bat it ſhould be obſervei that the power of Biſhops is 
of two kinds, eſlential or inheretit, and adventitious or accidental. q 
The efferitial is their ſpiritual authorfry which they detive from 
their oer; the adventitious 1s their temporal jtriſdidtion, The 
litter is conferred by the "conſtitutional 5 the ſtate, 
of Which it is a part, and may be varied Idefinſtely; the former is 
inſeparable from the office: but the exerelſſt of both is on moſt 
doccifions, and in many contingent circumſtances, ſubject to the 
iretion and controul of the civil government. One is purehy 
iritual, and never intefferes With the proper zathority of Kings; 
| and the tber no farther than the conſtitution penn * 


But U dun” i is tefüted by another © eufty viidalirved) ; 
which repreſents Epiſcopacy as allied and well affected to popory, 
and inculcating to princes and people principles of tyranny and 
abject ſubjection. Here again we may appeal to the annals of our 
hiſtory, Which fliew that the Church eſtübfied has always been 


the ſureſt defence againſt popery; and once in particular, when 
the &Qaries of all denominations had been nearly ſeduced into the 
5 | 7 See Sanderſon of Epiſcopacy. 8 
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' ſaare that had been lad nh bees by the vigilance and 
exertions of her members both clergy and laity reſcued+ us from 


bigotry and arbitrary power, and preſerved our liderties and reti< 
gion Tn WO Ig danger. EEE 


Yet we confeſs, and we p ang in | the Pome" Tong that the 


Church of England is friendly to a limited monarchy like our 
own, fo long as its power does not exceed the bounds preſcribed ; 


not by encouraging oppreſſion, or defending abſolute dominion z 
but by exhibiting in its own form a beautiful example of ſubordi- 


nation and decorum, and teaching both in its doctrines and the | 
lives of its clergy, a peaceable behaviour, and dutiful ſubmiffion 
to government in all things lawful and expedient, May it for 
| ever retain this character, and readily and effectually lend its aid, 
whenever it is wanted, to ſupport that government from which it 


hopes for ſupport: may its clergy continue to be, as they have 


hitherto been, an honour to the Chriſtian profeliion, and admired ; 
throughout the world for their learning and piety : may ' all” its 


members ffudy to be quiet, and if Poſſible to live peaceably 215 all 
men, nor meddle with ebeſe who are given to change, whoſe, cala- 


mity ſhall riſe ſuddenly: may they adorn the doctrine of God our 


Saviour in all things, and hold faſt the form of ſound words which 


they have heard in faith and love which is in Chrift: * may 
endeavour as far as they are able to preſerve that Church of ki 
they are members from all corruptions, and to tranſmit it entire 
ln Parts, as FFT POR * anceſ- 
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„ n U vnite in prayer 
to tbe father of mercies and Gd f all comfort,* that he would 
ö take it under his holy protection: then ſhall it be ſafe from all 
g its enemies, and neither fall -by the low opergtion of inſidious 
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devices, nor be deſtroyed in a moment, as it has been chreatened. 
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